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1. What is Moonv6? 
 

Moonv6 is a multi-site, IPv6 based network designed to test the interoperability of 
various vendor-specific IPv6 implementations. 
 

2. Who is organizing Moonv6? 
 

Moonv6 is a collaborative project being facilitated by the North American IPv6 Task 
Force (NAv6TF), the University of New Hampshire Interoperability Lab (UNH-IOL), 
and the Joint Interoperability Test Command (JITC).  The UNH-IOL has overall 
responsibility for organizing the Moonv6 event.   
 

3. Where will the Moonv6 project take place? 
 

Moonv6 is a multi-site event, occurring at locations across North America.  Figure 1 
identify the commercial, academic, and government participating locations. 
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Figure 1:  Moonv6 participation sites 
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4. Who can participate in Moonv6? 
 

Moonv6 is designed to bring together industry, government and academia.  Moonv6 is an 
open event and all vendors with IPv6-enabled product are encouraged to participate.  
Service providers with an IPv6 interest are also encouraged to contribute.  There is no 
participation prerequisite to be affiliated with the US Department of Defense or the 
UNH-IOL.   
 

5. Is there a cost to participate? 
 

Yes.  The Moonv6 fee for participation is $2000 USD per company (for equipment and 
software vendors).  This fee will be used to cover cost incurred by UNH-IOL to facilitate 
the Moonv6 event, including connection fees, lab expenses, and supplies (cables, PCs, 
etc.).  However, current members of the IPv6 Consortium at the UNH-IOL will receive a 
participation fee waiver.   
 
Service providers that wish to participate should contact Ben Schultz for details. 
 

6. How long will the Moonv6 project last? 
 

The Moonv6 event is segmented into two phases.  Phase 1 will begin October 6, 2003 
and last until October 17, 2003.  Phase II will take place sometime in January 2004. 
 

7. What are the equipment requirements? 
 
Each vendor will be required to leave a representative platform at a minimum of 2 of the 
participating sites.  Given the large number of sites, some vendors have allocated 
multiple units for the event.  Each vendor is encouraged to provide as many platforms as 
possible.  Equipment is only “on loan” and will be returned at the end of the project. 
 

8. How long must the equipment be made available? 
 

The Moonv6 project will remain operational from Phase I until through Phase II, which 
should occur in the January 2004 time frame.  There will be interim testing in which your 
device(s) will be utilized.  Consequently, each vendor will be asked to provide the 
equipment for approximately seven months. 

 
9. What kind of support is required? 

 
An engineering representative is required to be present at a minimum of one site; 
although vendors may have an engineering representative at each location their product is 
present.  It is expected that support engineers can remotely configure devices present at 
the other sites in addition to performing local configuration.  Supporting engineers do not 
need to be onsite for the entire seven months…only for the actual Phase 1 and Phase II 
events. 
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Participants should anticipate sending no more than two representatives to any one site 
due to limited space and access in some locations.  Vendors wishing to send more than 
two engineers to UNH will be required to pay an extra $500/engineer. 

 
NOTE: If you are sending a representative to the JITC site, please send security 
information (including clearance levels) to Captain Dixon (the JITC site coordinator) one 
month early so he can process any administrative issues.  Sending foreign nationals as 
company representatives to the JITC site is not recommended. 

 
10. When should vendor product be available at the participating sites? 

 
According to the schedule, equipment for Phase I should arrive before September 10th, 
2003.  This will give Moonv6 personnel adequate time to setup, install and configure 
equipment & applications.  Equipment may arrive earlier than September 10, 2003.  
Delivery dates for Phase II are TBA and will be made available on the website 
(www.moonv6.org)  
 

11. Is any training required? 
 
It may be necessary for vendors to provide instruction to Moonv6 support staff (IOL, 
DoD, or Service Provider) on the configuration and support of provided equipment 
and/or applications prior to Phase 1.  Additionally, vendors are asked to provide adequate 
documentation and also access to support engineers during the hiatus between Phase 1 
and Phase II. 

 
12. What will be tested during the Moonv6 event? 

 
Moonv6 is an extensive interoperability and testing event and will cover multiple areas, 
including: 
 

 Core Protocol Functionality (RFC compliance, tunneling, transition mechanisms, 
PPP, etc.) 

 Router Functionality (RIGng, BGP4+, OSPFv3, integrated IS/IS, etc.) 
 Mobility support 
 Network support services (DNS, NFS,E-mail and web services, etc.) 
 Applications (Streaming media, web browsing, SSH, common business apps, etc.) 
 Security (host system security, router security, red teaming) 

 
13. Will results from Moonv6 testing be made available? 
 

UNH-IOL will publish a whitepaper with the Moonv6 testing results.  This will be a 
generic list of issues encountered, temporary solutions (if any) and long-term solutions.  
It will also document the methodologies used in the testing and the network topologies.  
Individual vendor results may or may not be included as separate private reports (this is 
currently TBA). 
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14. Will vendor specific results from Moonv6 be published? 
 

No.  Vendor specific results will be kept private.  For reference, UNH-IOL will document 
specific device behavior and may privately contact individual vendors for an explanation 
of issues after the event.  UNH-IOL may produce feedback reports for participating 
vendors on their product only. 
 
 

15. Who should I contact if I want to participate? 
 
Ben Schultz (UNH-IOL)   Captain Roswell Dixon 
Desk   +1 (603) 862-3332  Desk +1(520)538-5269 
Mobile  +1 (603)205-4180  Mobile +1 (520) 245-0002 
Email  schultz@iol.unh.edu             E-mail: dixonr@fhu.disa.mil 
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