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1.0

Purpose

The purpose of the IPV6 consortium, hereinafter referred to as the consortium, is 
three-fold:

1.0.1
To provide the facilities, services and procedures that will allow a quantitative assessment of a device(s) or component(s) ability to properly participate in multivendor IPV6 environments.

1.0.2
To develop and disseminate technical information relative to proper implementation and use of IPV6 technology.

1.0.3
To investigate interoperability issues related to IPv6 and to provide a forum for their discussion.

1.1
Goals
In order to realize the Purposes set forth in Section 1.0, this Charter establishes the following items as goals for consortium members:

1.1.1
To provide a long-term independent facility where IPv6 products can be tested in a heterogeneous environment.

1.1.2
To provide a medium scale, heterogeneous environment for experimental operation outside of normal IPv6 design limits.

1.1.3
To develop a set of interoperability tests and testing procedures which will provide a high level of confidence in product interoperability.

1.1.4
To develop tests and procedures to diagnose interoperability problems.

1.1.5
To simplify interoperability testing procedures by reducing organizational overhead.

1.1.6
To provide a forum for the exchange of technical information between consortium members concerning issues related to IP.

2.0

Organization

The consortium is a lightweight, non-binding cooperative agreement between parties interested in IPv6 technology.

There is no legal or commercial standing to the consortium, and participation in the consortium is voluntary and open to all. The consortium maintains a charter which defines the accepted procedures by which the consortium members are to use the InterOperability Lab (IOL) as well as the information obtained from the Lab.  All financial transactions, though sanctioned by the consortium, are directly between individual corporations and the University of New Hampshire.  The University acts on behalf of the consortium by implementing procedures specified in the charter or any associated documents developed by the consortium.

The consortium is composed of a steering committee, a non-voting IOL representative and members.  The steering committee is elected by a majority vote of members. A party who abides by the consortium charter, has a signed IPv6 consortium membership on file at the IOL, and is current in all consortium fees, is a member in good standing.

The consortium keeps two basic documents:  the Charter and the Usage Agreement.  The Charter describes the policies and organization of the consortium.  The Usage Agreement contains services to be provided by the IOL for consortium members.

2.1
Steering Committee
The consortium is directed by a steering committee composed of three members and the IOL representative. The steering committee is expected to lead the consortium and ensure that it fulfills the purposes outlined in the Charter. The steering committee is not expected to carry out organizational details for the consortium, but to act as policy interpreter and the voice for consortium members.

2.2
IOL Representative
The IOL representative is responsible for maintaining written policies and procedures for the consortium.  This includes the charter and the agreement for IOL use, the membership file, financial and asset information, and any other designated documents.  The IOL representative is also responsible for organizing and scheduling meetings and distributing consortium information.  The IOL represen​tative is the 'point of contact'  for the IOL.

2.3
Elections
Elections are held once every year or within three months of any steering committee members resignation.  Elections may be either by ballot or by vote in a consortium meeting that has been announced one month in advance. Only members in good standing may be elected.  Each member is allowed one vote.  A company may have multiple members if more than one membership fee has been paid.

For an election to be valid, one-half of the members in good standing must cast ballots by the designated time of closing. Ballots must remain open for a minimum of twenty days.

2.4
Amendments to the Charter
The charter may not be modified except in a meeting where no less than one-half of the members are present, or by ballot where no less than one-half of the members vote.  All proposed changes must be given to the steering committee in writing.  A two-thirds majority of the voting members is required for the adoption of an amendment.

3.0

Accepted Procedures

The following items represent guidelines for consortium members:

3.1

Use of Information for Marketing Purposes
The IPv6 consortium is primarily a technical forum.  Information gathered at the IOL or by consortium involvement should be primarily concerned with the resolution of technical issues.  The use of consortium information may also be used to meet publicity and marketing concerns provided the following restrictions are observed:

3.1.1
With the exception of a membership list, public statements made by the consortium will not include specific member names.

3.1.2
Members participating in interoperability testing may release test results to the trade press based only upon mutual consent of the participants.

3.1.3.  Under no circumstances is failure to interoperate or negative results of any kind to be disclosed.

3.2
Interoperability Testing Results

Members will report all findings relative to interoperability to the IOL manager.  Since interoperability should not be a point of market distinction, open sharing of this information will reduce the time to full market acceptance and improve the productivity of all members.  Use of this information for negative marketing is strictly forbidden, and will damage the consortium.  Any interoperability problem which the tester does not believe to be with his device will cause the IOL manager to send a description of the problem to the technical contacts of all devices which are involved.

3.3
Levels of Participation
Since the consortium can offer no guarantee for the protection of sensitive information, members can participate at different levels of disclosure.

3.3.1
Full Participation: The member allows his name and device/component description to be used in all testing.

3.3.2.  Unidentified device/component Participation: The member allows his corporate name to be used, but not the device/component identification.

3.3.3.  Anonymous Participation:  Neither the device/component nor the corporate name is disclosed.

3.3.4. Disclosure Levels: A member can choose whether interoperability information concerning his device/component will be made available to other members.  A designation of private means that the results of testing with and against his device/component will not be made available to other members. A private designation denies the member access to shared interoper​ability information pertaining to that device/component. A shared designation means that the results of interoperability testing with and against the members' device/component will be available to other consortium members.

4.0

Security of Physical Equipment
Access to other members device(s) or component(s) is allowed only via agreed to interfaces defined by the member for the purpose of gather​ing IPv6 interoperability information. Information which can be obtained via these interfaces is deemed interoperability information.  Interoperability information is subject to procedures in Section 3.0.

5.0

Performance Information
The IOL is not to be used for obtaining performance measures that will be used in promotion or marketing material.

6.0

Platform Availability
The consortium member, using the IOL, must provide a platform against which other vendors can test. This platform should be equivalent to the items being tested by the member.  The platform, or its equivalent, must be consigned to the IOL for a period not less than 18 months, or donated to the University.  In either case, a technical contact must be provided for the resolution of problems with the equipment. The member must maintain the equipment in operating condition. If the semi-production network is to be used, additional platforms must be provided for use in this environment.

A member may also test an engineering prototype without leaving an equivalent platform if there is an understanding that the resulting product will be consigned as soon as is reasonably possible.

7.0

Prelude - Membership Agreement

The University of New Hampshire, hereinafter designated as the University, grants the IPv6 consortium the privilege of having its members use the IOL for the purpose of gathering technical information relative to the interoperability of IPv6 products.  This privilege is granted based on the acceptance of the following conditions:

7.0.1
The University will not be held liable for damages, either direct or indirect, that result from any information gathered or lost at the IOL.

7.0.2
The University will not be held liable for the loss of any intellectual property that results from the involvement of a consortium member in the IOL.

7.0.3
The University will not be held liable for property damage, either direct or indirect, to any equipment housed or used at the IOL.

7.0.4
The University reserves the right to refuse access to the IOL with cause.

7.1
Overview
This document outlines the basic agreement between the University and the IPv6 consortium.  It defines the facilities and services that the Interoperability Lab (IOL) will provide to members of the IPv6 consortium.

7.2
Services to be provided by the IOL to the IPv6 consortium members

7.2.1
A secure environment with suitable power, lights, table space, and connectors for the testing of IPv6 equipment.

7.2.2
A restricted access environment for housing other members' products.  This environment will be accessible only by employees of the University.  A consortium member using the IOL is only able to access equipment via agreed upon interfaces.  Physical access to another members' equipment will be via University employees only.

7.2.3
A physical media plant with the following characteristics:

7.2.3.1 Multiple media types appropriate to the technology.

7.2.3.2 A patching system that can introduce multiple types and lengths of media.

7.2.4
Lab Support Services: The IOL will provide a technical assistant to help with the set up and operation of equipment. The assistant will provide help with all aspects of Lab use.

7.2.5
Information Services: The IOL will maintain a system with an electronic bulletin board. This facility will provide schedule information, known problems, and other public information about interoperability issues. The IOL manager will act as a central point of contact in locating technical and procedural information. A quarterly newsletter will be sent to all consortium members in good standing.  Additional documentation will be distributed, as needed.

7.2.6
Three-Level Network System:

7.2.6.1
Stand-alone Environment: The stand-alone network is a media plant with no other devices on it, or a small set of devices to be used in interoperability testing over different media conditions.

7.2.6.2
Interoperability Environment: A heterogeneous network of systems for interoperability testing.

7.2.6.3
Semi-production Environment: The IOL contains a live network used to service the research community at the University.  Access to this network has restrictions, for obvious reasons.  However, if a member wishes to place their equipment in an active heterogeneous environment, for an extended period of time, every effort will be made to do so.  The member must provide a second platform for this test, and must have
demonstrated a reasonable degree of interoperation on the test networks.

7.2.7
Consulting Services: As part of the services offered to consortium members, the IOL manager will review and suggest ways to use the IOL to achieve testing goals.

7.2.8
Consortium Support Services: The IOL staff will provide management and organizational support for the consortium.  These services include:  preparation and distribution of documents, the organization of meetings, and the maintenance of membership lists.

 7.3  
Fee Structure 

The fee is due annually at the anniversary of membership acceptance.  This fee is the only required fee and grants access to the IOL as often as requested within the constraints of equitable allocation of IOL time.  The fee structure is as follows:


7.3.1
IPv6 Testing:  Ten Thousand dollars ($10,000).

7.3.2
IOL Support - Donations: Organizations who wish to contribute further to the IOL are encouraged to do so.  The funds  collected here will be used to underwrite the cost of developing a more extensive test suite and purchase additional testing facilities defined by the consortium.

7.4

IOL Scheduling Policy
The IOL is scheduled on a first come, first serve basis.  Each member can have, at most, one active reservation at a given point in time.  The lab can be reserved for a period of five consecutive business days.

7.4.1
No show: A NO SHOW is classified as a cancellation with less than two weeks notice, or failure to show up at the IOL during the scheduled time period.  A member who is guilty of a NO SHOW may not reserve the IOL for a period of eight weeks.  The IOL manager may wave the penalty if just cause is given.

7.4.2
Waiting List: The IOL manager will maintain a list of members who wish to use the lab during a time slot reserved by another member. The administrative contact of the first member on the list will be notified if the slot becomes available.
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